[The advancement of cancer therapy by thoracoscopic approach for esophageal cancer].
The current status of thoracoscopic esophagectomy for esophageal cancer and the advancement of cancer therapy by the thoracoscopic approach are described. At first, in the introduction of this technique, many reports have indicated that postoperative complications of thoracoscopic esophagectomy do not decrease and have no benefit compared with right thoracotomy. However, this technique is able to effectively conserve respiratory function after esophagectomy. Moreover, postoperative respiratory morbidity can be decreased bases of series consisting a large number of patients. The thoracoscopic approach to esophageal cancer can show the detailed anatomy of the mediastinum and contribute to the improvement of safety at esophagectomy. The establishment of a training system is important to achieve the standardization of thoracoscopic esophagectomy in esophagectomy.